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| when they saw it they made known the saying which had been told them concerning this child. 
Luke 2:17 


“And A Happy New Year” for Refugees 


A dream cherished for as long as five years 
comes true this Christmas for sixty-five “hard 
core” refugees—aged and sick—from Hong 
Kong. 

On Sunday, November 3, a chartered SAS 
plane landed at Geneva’s airport, the end of a 
two-day flight for thirty-one refugees on their 
way to hospitals and homes in Sweden, Den- 
mark, and Ireland, while earlier four of the 
passengers had left the plane at Istanbul with 
Israel as their final destination. 

Many of the refugees, White Russians from 
China, were suffering from heart trouble, tuber- 
culosis, mental diseases; nearly all of them were 
seventy or eighty years old. Their arrival marked 
the end of years of work on behalf of thirty-five 
of them by the Division of Inter-Church Aid 
and Service to Refugees of the World Council 
of Churches. Many of the thirty-five who left 
Hong Kong under WCC sponsorship had ap- 
plied for emigration as long ago as 1952. 

Of the World Council sponsored cases, six- 
teen will remain in Switzerland, ten are going 
to Belgium, six to Ireland, two to Sweden and 
one to France. Among those aboard were Mr. 
Joseph S. Ilyine, 72, and his wife, Elena, 70. 


The couple had applied to the WCC for emigrg 
tion in 1952, been allowed to enter Hong Kon 
in 1956, then forced to wait for a year befox 
transportation was available. 

For nearly twenty years, Mr. Ilyine was} 
journalist, then taught Russian history @ 
geography for more than twenty-five years, Whi 
his wife had studied in Switzerland and Englar 
and for thirty-seven years taught America 
literature and history, public speaking “au 
English at the YMCA in Harbin, China. 


“ONE PROBLEM SOLVED” 


Archbishop Pantaleimon of 
Frederica. 


Salonica greets Qu 


King Paul and Queen Frederica of Greg 
attended the opening of a new home for agi 
refugees in Salonica, Greece, on October < 
The home, which will house forty men a 
women from behind the Iron Curtain, is join 
financed by the World Council of Churches al 
the United Nations High Commissionet 
Refugees. 

It is the fourth home for refugees in Greed 
partially supported by the World Coun 
Others are at Rhodes, Tinos and Athens. J] 
Edgar H. S. Chandler, director of the WC 
Service to Refugees, who attended the openi} 
pointed out that the home “cleans up the ptd 
lem of hard core refugees in Greece. At t 
time when we hear of the constantly mounti 
needs of refugees, we should note that at lef 
one problem is solved.” Practically all the ref 
gees in the four homes are Russians. 
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HANA HOST TO IMC 


University College, near Accra, in the 
independent nation of Ghana is scene for 
st assembly of the International Mission- 
Council to be held in Africa. The meeting 
il run from December 28, 1957 to January 
1958. 

presentatives of thirty-five councils of the 
throughout the world, together with con- 
ts and guests, will bring attendance at the 
meeting up to 200. The assembly, the 
ponsible governing body of the IMC, will 
fiew policy and activities in the Christian 
tld mission. 

The witness of the “younger Churches” and 
training of the ministry are among topics 
discussion. The fact that the assembly is 
eting in one of Africa’s new nations “symbol- 
s the radically new setting of the Christian 
ion in the economic, social and_ political 
ditions of today,” according to an IMC 
What new forms of Christian missionary en- 
prise are needed in the world today? This is 
p of the questions with which the representa- 
s at the assembly will struggle. The assembly 


2 Rev. Peter Dagadu of the Christian Council 
‘Ghana, host to the IMC Assembly. 
| 


will consider the work of the “non-professional 
missionary.” There will be discussion of ways 
to relate to the world mission Christian Jaymen 
and women who serve in countries other than 
their own in industry, education, government. 

The cooperation which has developed in 
mission in recent years will be appraised. The 
proposed integration of the International Mis- 
sionary Council and the World Council of 
Churches will come up for serious study and 
debate. 

An All Africa Church Conference will be 
held in Nigeria from January 10 to 20, 1958, 
and will enable Christian leaders from all parts 
of Africa to get to know each other better. It 
will give the African Christians an opportunity 
to make their experience known to those from 
other continents and to hear of the Christian 
world mission elsewhere. 


1958 Week of Prayer 
For Christian Unity 


“The very act of Christian prayer is an act 
of unity. For it pre-supposes that Christians 
pray, according to the guidance of their Lord, 
‘Our Father’,” says the introduction to the 1958 
leaflet for the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity. It is issued by the Commission on Faith 
and Order of the World Council of Churches. 

Each year during the period of January 18-25, 
Christians of many churches and confessions 
and in all parts of the world join together in 
praying for unity. The order for the Week of 
Prayer in 1958 is based on the Lord’s Prayer 
and is intended for either group or private 
devotions. 

“It is not only the words ‘Our Father’ which 
are so rich in suggesting the kind of unity which 
our Lord’s Prayer involves,” according to the 
Faith and Order Commission. “Each petition 
leads us into God’s presence and at the same 
time each leads us into unity by revealing the 
source of Christian unity, the means for nurtur- 
ing that unity, the ways of expressing it, and 
the ultimate hope with which Christian unity is 
crowned.” 

The leaflet is available from the New York 
office of the World Council of Churches at $1 
per 100. A self-addressed envelope should be 
sent for a sample copy. 
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THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-monthly 
bulletin published by the United States Conference 
of the World Council of Churches, 156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Betty Thompson, 
Secretary for Public Relations, editor. The Council 
unites 165 Anglican, Orthodox and Protestant 
communions in 50 countries. Neither the 
COURIER nor the World Council of Churches is 
responsible for opinions quoted in its columns. 
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FOR CHRISTMAS — GIVE EPS 


Ecumenical Press Service will come 
to the U.S. in a new trans-Atlantic edi- 
tion, beginning January 1. For indi- 
vidual subscribers the cost for fifty is- 
sues is $7.50 for steamer mail and $10 
for airmail. 

Keep informed about Christian de- 
velopments around the world through 
this weekly digest of significant re- 
ligious news. Christmas gift sub- 
scriptions are available. For students, 
clergy, laymen. For school or church 
libraries. 

Enclosed is my check for $ for 
[] an airmail, [| steamer mail gift 
subscription to EPS for: 


Name 
Street 


City and State 


My name is: 


“Retrospect and Prospect” 
At Friends’ Luncheon 


“The Ecumenical M 
ment — Retrospect 
Prospect” is the title of 
Samuel McCrea Ca 
address at the ant 
luncheon meeting of 
Friends of the W 
Council of Churches 
p.m., Tuesday, Decer 
10, at Brick Presbyte 
Church, Park Avenu 
91st Street, New York ( 


Dr. Cavert retires from his World 
of Churches’ post at the end of this year. He 
be succeeded by the Rev. Dr. Roswell P. Bat 
associate general secretary of the National G 
cil of Churches. 

The Rev. Peter Latuihamallo, principal 
theological school in Djakarta, Indonesia, 
speak on “What the World Council Meat 
the Churches of Asia”. 


Dr. Cavert 


A candidate for a doctor of philosophy dé 
at Union Theological Seminary in New 
Mr. Latuihamallo has been active in a n 
of world Christian organizations. He was 
to Australia by his government in 1955 a 
of a three-man Indonesian goodwill team. 

Mr. Charles P. Taft, Cincinnati, Ohio, ¢ 
man of the Friends of the World Counail | 
Churches, will preside. The Friends of t 
World Council is an official organization ¢o« 
posed of those individuals or churches whi 
support the Council directly through their ¢ 
tributions. : 
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W WCC PUBLICATIONS 


minutes of the tenth annual meeting of 
Central Committee of the World Council of 
itches held at New Haven, Conn., July 30- 
7, are now available. $2 

‘he Renewal of the Church, a report of a con- 
on jointly sponsored by two WCC depart- 
ats: Laity and Cooperation of Men and 
nen, at Yale Divinity School, New Haven, 
fh) - 20. It includes the “dynamics of the 
ram,” four Bible studies on the renewal of 
Church, and highlights. $.50 

Bey Church Aid and Report on Hungary. 
A illustrated and published by the World 
ncil of Churches’ Division of Inter-Church 
The report for 1956 tells of the varied 
ects conducted by the Division throughout 
world. The Report on Hungary tells of the 
ches’ response to the Hungarian crisis and 
e problems that remain to be solved. Indi- 
copies each $.25 

entury of the Homeless Man by Elfan Rees, 
ser on refugees to the WCC and member 
e staff of the Commission of the Churches 
nternational Affairs. The November issue of 
national Conciliation, periodical of the Car- 
e Endowment for International Peace, is 
n over entirely to this 50-page analysis by 
Rees. “Few people have had as sustained 
intimate acquaintance with the refugee 
dlem in all its facets,” the editor says of Dr. 
s. Single copy $.25. Rates for quantity on 
est. 

This Age of Crisis”, a special generously il- 
ated 40-page issue of World Communique, 
ing the plight of the world’s refugees. It 
of the partnership of governmental and 
ntary agencies. A publication of the World 
ance of YMCA’s. Individual copy: $.25. 
for 100. 

o Have A Key, “A Storybook of Human 
ima’, published by the Office of the UN 
hh Commissioner for Refugees. A 50-page 
entation of refugees today and tomorrow, 
ng—in word and story—of the projects 
e possible by UNREF. Individual copy $.25. 
for 100. 

‘ll of these publications are available from 
) World Council of Churches, Room 1002, 
Fifth Avenue, New York 10, New York. 


GERMANY SAYS THANK YOU 


Two world Christian leaders received the 
Order of Merit from the German Federal Re- 
public at special ceremonies on Nov. 10 in 
Geneva, Switzerland. 

Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, general secretary 
of the World Council of Churches, and Dr. Carl 
Lund-Quist, executive secretary of the Lutheran 
World Federation, were awarded the honor as 
“token of gratitude for all you and your organi- 
zations and all your colleagues have done for us 
in Germany during our most difficult trials and 
our greatest distress.” 


Evangelism and the City 
Summer Course at Bossey 


Evangelism and the changing patterns in city 
and industrial life will be the theme for the 
annual course for pastors and missionaries to 
be held at the World Council of Churches’ Ecu- 
menical Institute, Bossey, Switzerland, June 
16-30, 1958. 

United States applicants for the two-week 
summer course should write Miss Eleanor Kent 
Browne, World Council of Churches, 156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. The international 
and interdenominational course is one of a series 
to be held at the Ecumenical Institute during 
the coming year. 

“We intend to concentrate upon the problem 
raised for the traditional concepts of evangelism 
and Church order by rapid industrialization and 
the breakdown of traditional social patterns 
both in East and West,” directors of the Insti- 
tute say. 

Two courses for laymen are planned. The first 
course, April 2-12, will include Easter week and 
will concentrate on “Prayer in Modern Daily 
Life.” The course scheduled for July 2-12 is 
designed for laymen and women who hold re- 
sponsible church positions, either paid or vol- 
untary. Theme for the course is “The Admin- 
istration of the Church and Church Renewal.” 

The dates for the annual course for theologi- 
cal students are July 25-August 15. This is in 
addition to the regular full-term Graduate 
School of Ecumenical Studies which begins in 


October. 
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THE CHURCH AROUND THE WORLD 


*< 


St. Nicholas 
refugee camp. 


Eve—Hungarian children in a 


NORTHERN RHODESIA: A book van has 
been proposed as the best way to circulate books 
through the vast area of Basutoland in Northern 
Rhodesia, where there are at present only two 
small stores where Africans can buy books. 


U.S.A.: America’s first national headquarters 
building for the churches is rising in New York 
City. Following the dedication of the site and 
symbolic groundbreaking ceremonies, Nov. 17 
workmen began the new Interchurch Center 

The 19-story building, to cost $19,700,000, 
is being erected on a block-size site overlooking 
the Hudson River, next Riverside 
Church. It is expected to be ready late in 1959 
Participating in the symbolic sod-turning was 
Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, U.S. secretary for 
the WCC. The World Council of Churches will 
be a tenant in the new building. 


door to 


INDIA: The Bible Society of India and Ceylon 
is planning to publish entire Gospels in serial 
form in various newspapers, both in regional 
languages and in English. 
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A French Protestant young couple have j 
returned to their native land after a €fé 
section view of Christian young people ; 
young adults in America. They are Mr. and N 
Jacques Lochard. 

At the campus of a Negro college im 
Texas they helped direct a month-long stud 
fellowship work camp in which sixteen you 
people wrecked a sagging two-story build 
and started a spacious frame structure WH 
will house a new home economics departmd 
The Lochards have directed World Couneil 
Churches’ work camps in Glay, France, for ¢ 
eral years. 

The work camp was interdenominational, 
ternational and interracial. Campers had pai 
up chances for interim jobs and paid $53 ¢€ 
to take part in this work project. Without 
ception they told the French visitors they 
it had been enjoyable and profitable. 

The French couple have carried their ifip 
sions back to Glay (Doubs), France, where 
Lochard is pastor-director of a lay training $ 
ter. He is a national leader in the Explorer$ 
program, French United Christian Youth M 
ment, as well as ecumenical work camps. J 


M. and Madame Jacques Lochard 


